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Pa ss i o n  i s  w h a t we  a re  m o s t d e e p l y c u r i o u s  a b o u t , m o s t h u n g r y fo r, w i l l  m o s t 

h a t e  t o  l o s e  i n  l i fe .  I t  i s  t h e  m o s t d e s p e ra t e  w i s h  we  n e e d  t o  ye l l  d ow n  t h e  we l l 

o f o u r l i ve s .  I t  i s  w h a t e ve r we  p u rs u e  m e re l y fo r i t s  ow n  s a k e , w h a t we  s t u d y 

w h e n  t h e re  a re  n o  t e s t s  t o  t a k e , w h a t we  c re a t e  t h o u g h  n o  o n e  m a y e ve r s e e 

i t .  I t  m a k e s  u s  fo rg e t t h a t t h e  s u n  ro s e  a n d  s e t , t h a t we  h a ve  b o d i l y f u n c t i o n s 

a n d  p e rs o n a l  re l a t i o n s  t h a t co u l d  u s e  a  l i t t l e  t e n d i n g .  I t  i s  w h a t we’d  d o  i f  we 

we re n’ t wo r r i e d  a b o u t co n s e q u e n ce s , a b o u t m o n e y, a b o u t m a k i n g  a ny b o d y 

h a p p y b u t o u rs e l ve s .  I t  i s  w h a t e ve r we  co u l d  b e  t e m p t e d  t o  s e l l  o u r s o u l s  fo r i n 

o rd e r t o  h a ve  a  h u n d re d  e x t ra  ye a rs  j u s t t o  d e vo t e  t o  i t , w h a t e ve r f i l l s  u s  w i t h 

t h e  fe e l i n g  p o e t A n n e  S e x t o n  wa s  re fe r r i n g  t o  w h e n  s h e  s a i d  t h a t “ w h e n  I ’m 

w r i t i n g , I  k n ow I ’m  d o i n g  t h e  t h i n g  I  wa s  b o r n  t o  d o. ”  I t  i s  w h a t m a t t e rs  m o s t , 

w h e t h e r we’re  d o i n g  i t o r n o t . 2

Gregg Levoy

This book is such a passion!

2	 Levoy, Gregg, Callings:  Finding and Following an Authentic Life, (New York:  Three Rivers Press, 1997),  p. 69.
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